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2. SWOT ANALYSIS IN PARTNERS REGIONAL CONTEXTS 
 

2.1 PUGLIA Region – Italy (Project partner – Studio Legale avv. Marazia) 
 

 

SWOT ANALYSIS BASED ON THE ERDF PRIORITIES 
 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting research 

and innovation 
- Presence of a large number of 

public and private Research 

centres, transfer of innovation 

centers and incubators (44 

research centers and 2 main 

incubators in Modugno (BA) and 

Casarano (LE)) 

- Public and Private Universities, 

which are investing in engineering 

and economical research (i.e. 

Politecnico di Bari – LUM Gioia del 

Colle (BA))  

- Growing percentage of people 

having a University degree: 41 % of 

students licentiate at secondary 

school. 

- Increased opportunities for post 

- graduates and enterprises, 

which can allow for a better 

matching between demand and 

supply of skilled Human 

Resources, thanks to Formative 

Regional Programs (Ritorno al 

Futuro, Bollenti Spiriti). 

- Great percentage of unemployed 

in Puglia Region reach 19,2% 

between 15 – 64 years old, and 21% 

of NEET in 2014, below the national 

threshold and far below the EU 2020 

Target (3%) 

- Because of the crisis effects, less 

resources are available to research 

and universities cut expenses and 

investments in the field 

- Excessive fragmentation in the 

panorama of research centers, with a 

consequent jeopardizing of available 

resources 

- Puglia Region is starting the 

implementation of the “Energetic 

and Environmental Regional Plan”, 

focusing on many sectors having 

high potential for producing 

alternative energies and creating 

new job opportunities  in 

renewable energy, engineering, 

tourism, commercial, mechanics 

and meccatronic, agri-food 

- Puglia region intends to further 

promote co-operation among 

Central institutions, Local 

administrations, Enterprises, 

academic world and local 

communities 

- An aggregation process between 

the different research and 

innovation centres will be 

implemented up to 2020, thus 

rationalizing the use of available 

resources 

- The process of industrial 

conversion and environment 

protection finds great resistance due 

to penal cases, criminal 

responsibility, institutional 

incompetence, financial interests, 

inattention to the health problems of 

the citizens.  
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Access to and use of 

quality ICT; 

- Puglia Region records good results 

compared to other Regions, 

considering ICT spreading and ICT 

use by citizens, public authorities and 

enterprises 

- Puglia Region con with the 

administrative act n. 7  of 11 january 

2010, according the  regional law n. 

23 of 3 august 2007 has created the 

manufactory district of informatic to 

promote ICT spreading and use, and 

a large number of ICT-based services 

to citizens are already in place. 

- In Puglia region, in 2012, the 

percentage of people using the ICT 

18,4%, under the Italian percentage 

(20,4%). -  

- Uneven spreading of broadband 

connections in Puglia Region. 

 

- Puglia Region is implementing since 

2012 specific actions to promote ICT 

alphabetization It is expected that in 

the territories are carried out, among 

others, actions to decrease the 

digital divide, such as "promoting an 

Internet fast and ultra fast for all 

"and"Improve literacy, skills and 

inclusion in the digital world.  

- infrastructural investments are 

foreseen to ensure full regional 

coverage of broadband connections 

- Resistance to use ICT tools and 

devices by older citizens (over 55 

years) is still widespread (cultural 

digital divide) 

- Physical obstacles (e.g. in mountain 

and Hilly Regions or the countryside) 

could hinder full coverage of 

broadband 
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting 

competitiveness 

of small and 

medium-sized 

businesses (SMEs) 

Puglia offers a wide and varied range 

of financial instruments and 

incentives for supporting industrial 

and research programmes, 

technology transfer and specialist 

training, with an intensity of aid at 

the maximum level permitted by EU 

regulations.  

- EEC, national and regional funds are 

also used to provide incentives for 

carrying out company research 

projects or technology transfer, as 

well as for the spread of innovation 

and the start-up of high-tech 

enterprises.  

- There are facilitations for the 

acquisition of real services and the 

activation of special training 

programmes. Further aid is envisaged 

for any initiative creating a significant 

increase in employment.  

- The financial resources available for 

the three technological districts in the 

region amount to, respectively, 33 

million euros for the High-Tech 

District, 16 million euros for the 

Biotechnological District, and roughly 

18 million for the Electromechanical 

Engineering District. 

- Micro enterprises represent the 

economical structure of the region: 

this excessive fragmentation of the 

system brings about difficulties in 

international penetration, as well as 

in SMEs financial capacity to invest in 

innovation 

- SMEs performances have been 

affected more by the economic crisis 

more than 3000 enterprises are 

closed down  in the 2013 

- The balance between new 

enterprises and existing ones forced 

to close down their activities because 

of the crisis is negative 

- Puglia Region offers economic 

incentives for investiments 

regarding  the creation of new units 

the expansion of existing units, 

product diversification, innovation 

of processes and products. 

-  The contributions will be 

recognized grant, determined on 

the upright interests granted by a 

bank or trust and also, in addition 

to the portion of interest, will be 

recognized a grant equal to 20% for 

the costs of investment in relation 

to machinery and equipment. 

- The minimum investment is € 

30,000 and maximum is for small 

businesses € 2,000,000 and 

4,000,000 for midsize companies. 

- International markets tend to 

become more and more 

competitive and this could bring 

about further challenges to SMEs 

- Simplifying bureaucratic 

procedures (Public Administration 

procedures, fiscal constraints, 

permits) is a slow process and this 

could discourage people wishing to 

start business activities 

- The crisis will to prolong its 

negative effects in terms of 

negative economic performances 

and unemployment in the coming 

years, and sound recovery is not 

expected until 2015-2016 
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STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Protecting the 

environment and 

promoting resource 

efficiency 

- According to the latest study by IHS 

iSuppli Market Brief, in 2011, the 

Peninsula has seized from Germany the 

world leader in photovoltaic doubling 

the installed capacity compared to 

2010: we went from 3.9 to 6.9 

gigawatts, while in Germany 

installations fell by 20% stopping at 

stake 5.9 GW compared to 7.4 GW in 

2010. in third place, but very far away, 

the United States, with 2.7 GW of new 

installations, and then it was the turn of 

China (with 1.7 GW), Japan (1.3 GW) 

and France (1.1 GW). 

- The Italian record was due in 

particular to the performance of Puglia, 

which won the record for the largest 

production capacity with 1,486 

megawatts of power from 16,803 

plants, while Tuscany, with 8347 plants 

for 337 MW has distinguished above all 

by the 'activism of small realities such 

as upland. But the plains there is not 

only the sun, even on wind Puglia 

defends well, being second in the 

regional rankings after Sicily, with over 

1,300 megawatts of blades at the end 

of 2010, corresponding to 17% of 

installed capacity in Peninsula. In terms 

of bioenergy is third with 220 

megawatts, equivalent to just under 

10% of national power.  

- Great Environmental problems in 

the area of Taranto and Brindisi.  

At the moment the European 

biggest steal industry, ILVA spa, in 

Taranto, that counts 20.000 and 

more employed isi going to be in 

bankruptcy, the people are still 

dying for cancer due to diossine 

pollution, and the all government 

actions are failing.  The same 

problems are in Brindisi area due to 

the presence of an old coal plant. 

- The process of industrial 

conversion and environment 

protection finds great resistance 

due to penal cases, criminal 

responsibility, institutional 

incompetence, financial 

interests, inattention to the 

health problems of the citizens. 

In those areas the environment 

is seriously compromised and it 

is necessary to invest billion of 

euro to bonificate the areas and 

to convert them. 

Two main areas with great and old 

polluting companies in the cities of 

Taranto and Brindisi that need to 

be renewed, create great 

occupational and health problems 

to the citizens of the area and in 

whole the Region due to local and 

world crisis too. 

- The interpretive analysis of the 

current stage of development of 

tourism in the various regions 

Italian places Puglia between 

regions in development, a trend 

that, beyond the most recent 

economic trends, should continue 

in the coming years. The forecasts 

for 2020 range from a minimum of 

assumptions increase 1.5 million 

visitors to a maximum of about 6.5 

million visitors, compared to 2012. 

- The primacy of Puglia is not just 

about natural resources in the area, 

but also of regional legislation 

which from the beginning has 

sought to facilitate investment in 

these areas, cutting bureaucracy 

and duplication at various levels, 

but without neglecting the 

protection of the territory . 

Meanwhile, in recent weeks, the 

Region has approved an 

expenditure of € 32 million for 

energy efficiency and improving the 

environmental sustainability of the 

public buildings. Money, which will 

add 38 million d 'private 

investment. So in total about 70 

million because every school, town 

hall, hospital, parking is equipped 

with photovoltaic panels. And other 

funds will be provided by individual 

municipalities. 

- Due to heavy pollution made by 

the steal and energy industry, 

the, major environmental threat 

for the region is related to 

diossine production (90% of the 

diossine in Italy is product by 

Ilva spa), groundwater 

pollution, heavy metals in the 

foods and agricultural 

production. 

- Industrial problems seems to be 

unsolvable. At the moment the 

European biggest steal industry, 

ILVA spa, in Taranto, that counts 

20.000 and more employed isi 

going to be in bankruptcy, the 

people are still dying for cancer due 

to diossine pollution, and the all 

government actions are failing.  
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SWOT ANALYSIS BASED ON THE ESF PRIORITIES 
 
 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting 

employment 

-  Some specific sectors of the 

economy record positive 

employment trends in spite 

of the crisis: tourism, the 

energy sector, the 

agribusiness.  

- Compared to the average of 

other south Italy region, 

unemployment rates are 

lower, and  

- Unemployment reached 

21,6 % of the total labour 

force in 2014 (12,8% was 

in  2012 levels) 

- Youth unemployment 

(15-29 years old) reached 

29% of the total youth 

population in 2013 

- Gender gap in 

employment is still 

persisting: -22,2% of 

women are unemployed 

(compared to 17,5 % of 

men)  

- Long term 

unemployment (more 

than 12 months) is high: 

55,7% in 2012 

- Public Employment 

services are not efficient 

(only 3,4% of placements 

relate to their activities) 

The priorities that the Puglia Region intends to implement 

in the context of this axis are framed in the following 

specific objectives: 

-increase efficiency, effectiveness, quality and 

inclusiveness of the institutions of the labor market; 

implement policies for active and preventive work, with 

particular attention to the integration of migrants into the 

labor market, active aging, self-employment and business 

start; improve women's access to employment and 

reduce gender disparities. 

 These specific objectives are declined in the following 

operational objectives that take into account the context 

in which the reference axis and is part of regional 

priorities: 

- strengthen the capacity of the departments for the 

work; support the emergence, legality and job security; 

support participation in the labor market and job 

placement through the offer of active and preventive 

measures aimed particularly at young people, long-term 

unemployed, people with low qualifications, and / or with 

more than 45 years; 

- support the employment of migrants; 

- support new entrepreneurs in particular in the strategic 

sectors mentioned in Regional Strategic Document and 

regional planning for structural purposes; 

- support women's access to the labor market. 

- The crisis will  prolong its negative 

effects in terms of negative 

economic performances and 

unemployment in the coming years, 

and sound recovery is not expected 

until 2015-2016 

- Unemployment for people having 

more than 50 years of age could 

further increase due to the 

persistence of the negative effects of 

the crisis 

- Young people tend to perceive 

international mobility more as a 

constraint than as an opportunity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 
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Investing in 

education, 

skills and life-

long learning 

- The Puglia region has created 

three-year training courses, 

alternative to the training 

school. The results were 

surprising: On 874 qualified 

young people: 

- 48% is employed; 

- 16% is returned in education 

"traditional", ie is attending 

secondary school, for a total of 

64%; 

And 'interesting, however, to 

emphasize that almost all of 

the respondents, even those 

who are still unemployed, said 

that the attended training has 

changed their way of 

approaching research a job, as 

has made them more aware. 

About the young workers: 

- 73% found work relevant to 

the qualification obtained and 

had no difficulty in entering the 

circuit work; 

- 78% felt the training done 

very useful for his work. 

- 28% held a job in the 

industry; 

- 23% held a job in the service 

sector 

- In the Region of Puglia, the rate of high 

school dropouts, equal to 23.9% (source: 

Ministry of Education). 27.6% of young 

people between 18-24 Puglia is in 

possession only the middle school 

degree. Apulia is the Italian region with 

the third last highest degree of 

dispersion, after only Sardinia and Sicily. 

In Italy, the rate of dispersion is 20, 6%. 

Even today, in the European Union, 

almost 16% of young leaves school early; 

it is only slight progress towards the 

benchmark of 10%, that the European 

Union must achieved by 2010 

- The priorities that the Puglia Region intends 

to implement in the context of this axis are 

framed in the following specific objectives: 

- develop systems of training and supporting 

the adaptability of workers; foster innovation 

and productivity through better organization 

and quality of work; develop policies and 

services for the anticipation and management 

of change, promoting competitiveness and 

entrepreneurship. 

- These specific objectives are declined in the 

following operational objectives that take into 

account the context in which the reference 

axis and is part of regional priorities: 

- consolidate the qualification of workers in 

priority to women, people over 45, people 

with low educational qualifications; 

strengthen the training channel 

professionalize; develop an integrated system 

of quality and safety; support corporate 

reorganisations and reintegration into the 

labor market of workers in the event of a 

crisis productive enterprise, sectoral and 

territorial; 

- Resistance to training and 

engagement in lifelong learning 

paths tends to be still widespread, 

especially among workers over 54: 

this trend is expected to continue 

in the next 3-4 years and could 

hinder active measures to 

promote lifelong learning among 

workers) 

- Young people tend to perceive 

international mobility more as a 

constraint than as an opportunity  
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting social 

inclusion and 

combating poverty 

- Families, also for historical and 

cultural factors, tend to spare 

resources from the family balance 

to face difficult economic 

situations 

The added value of the agricultural 

sector in the south (which brings 

together agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries) in 2012 surged 3.5%, more 

than double the Centre-North (+ 

1.5%), but the greater resilience of 

fund is due solely to price, and not to 

structural elements. Overall the 

South retains its specific agricultural, 

with an incidence of the primary 

sector approximately double 

compared to the Centre-North and 

the total value added (3.5% 

compared to 1.5% in the Centre-

North), both on the front work units 

(8.7% vs. 3.7%). 

Workers in social enterprises 

increased from 3.063 in 2009 to 

4.231 in 2012 

In terms of GDP per capita, the gap 

of the South in 2012 started to grow 

again, reaching the level of 57.4% of 

the value of the North. In absolute 

terms, at the national level, the GDP 

was € 25,713, resulting from the 

average between 30,073 Euros in the 

Centre-North and 17,263 in the 

South. Apulia is among the regions 

with the worst per capita GDP (17 

246 euro). 

In the last twenty years have 

emigrated from the South about 2.7 

million people. In 2011 they moved 

from the South to the Centre-North 

about 114 thousand inhabitants. 

With regard to the origin, in the lead 

for departures Campania, starting 

with a three (36,400); 23,900 come 

from Sicily, 19,900 from Puglia. 

-In the fall also mortgage loans for 

house purchase, 46% in Italy, and in 

the South goes even worse: almost -

54% in Sicily, -55.5% in Puglia, 

- In the region, the  voluntary 

organisations, social cooperatives 

and informal groups are still 

growing up and are active in the 

so called “third sector”. Their 

inclusion in the decision and policy 

making process, at local and 

regional level, could promote new 

approaches and strategies to 

social innovation and social 

inclusion 

- Risk of an increase in poverty and 

social exclusion levels, if  public 

budget resources are not 

sufficient to re-finance income 

support measures and / or if 

economic recovery is delayed 

 



With the support of the Lifelong Learning Programme of the European Union 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 
This document reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein 

 

 

 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Enhancing 

institutional 

capacity and 

efficient public 

administration 

-  Pubblic Amministrations are 

committed to de-bureaucratization 

of processes and services. 

- Public Administrations (Regional 

departments and municipalities) are 

committed to promote ICT spreading 

and use, and a large number of ICT-

based services to citizens are already 

in place (e-Health individual dossier,  

e-payments for taxes, online services 

in municipalities websites to 

download modules for 

administrative formalities etc.).  

- Bureaucratic procedures still need 

to be simplified, both according to 

Entrepreneurs opinions and 

according to citizens’ responses 

- Following the bad rating of the 

municipalities compared to the 

national average, there is still the 

necessity to improve 

municipalities balance and 

financial efficiency, above all for 

municipalities above 3000  

inhabitants. 

- Young people are expected to act as 

“catalysers of innovation”: they tend 

to use digital services more (55% of 

them, aged between 15 and 35, 

compared to 34% aged between 35 

and 55 and 11% aged over 55) 

- Further promotion of e-

government and e-participation 

through specific actions, including 

the promotion of e-Government 

through Cloud – based, open 

technologies for public  authorities, 

which can make digital services more 

accessible to citizens 

- Resistance to use ICT tools and 

devices by older citizens (over 55 

years) is still widespread (cultural 

digital divide) 
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3. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPY AND REFERENCES 
 

 

 

. USEFUL REFERENCES FOR THE REGIONAL CONTEXT OF EACH PARTNER (not exhaustive lists) 

 

2.1 Puglia Region – ITALY 

a) Smart Specialization Strategy Puglia 2020  

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/sites/all/files/smart_specialization_strategy_regione_puglia_-_smartpuglia_2020.pdf  

(It contains also a SWOT of the Economic system) 
 

b) Piano regionale politiche sociali 2013 -2015 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/web/packages/progetti/pugliasociale/Piano_Regionale_Politiche_sociali_20132015_Allegato

_1.pdf 
 

c) FSE – Rapporto Annuale di Esecuzione 2012 (Maggio 2013) 

http://fse.regione.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/FSE.DYN_DOCUMENTO_VIEW.show?p_arg_names=id_documento&p_arg_val

ues=931 
 

d) Il mercato del lavoro della regione Puglia 2007-2013 

http://www.sistan.it/index.php?id=319&no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=1630 
 

e) Piano energetico ambientale regionale 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/index.php?page=documenti&opz=getdoc&id=40  

 

f) FSE Regione Puglia 

http://fse.regione.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/FSE.DYN_ASSE.show?p_arg_names=asse&p_arg_values=1 

 

g) Il mercato del lavoro nella Regione Puglia 

http://www.sistan.it/index.php?id=319&no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=1630 

 

h) bollettino ufficiale della Regione Puglia 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/www/web/files/ambiente/pear/N97_06_07_2007.pdf 

 

i) occupati e disoccupati Regione Puglia 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/index.php?page=prg&opz=display&id=1572 

 

l) gli incubatori di impresa 

file:///F:/Desktop/SISPUGLIA.DOCUMENTI.pdf 

 

m) distretto produttivo dell’informatica 

http://www.distrettoinformatica.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=483&Itemid=111&lang=it 

 

n) Living labs smart Puglia 

http://www.sistema.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/SISPUGLIA.RPT_DETTAGLIO_DOC.show?p_arg_names=id&p_arg_values=34

270&p_arg_names=_PAGINATE&p_arg_values=NO 

 

 

o) tekneco: la Puglia e l’eccellenza delle energie rinnovabili 

http://www.tekneco.it/energia/la-puglia-e-leccellenza-nelle-energie-rinnovabili/ 
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2. SWOT ANALYSIS IN PARTNERS REGIONAL CONTEXTS 
 

2.1 PUGLIA Region – Italy (Project partner – Studio Legale avv. Marazia) 
 

 

SWOT ANALYSIS BASED ON THE ERDF PRIORITIES 
 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting research 

and innovation 
- Presence of a large number of 

public and private Research 

centres, transfer of innovation 

centers and incubators (44 

research centers and 2 main 

incubators in Modugno (BA) and 

Casarano (LE)) 

- Public and Private Universities, 

which are investing in engineering 

and economical research (i.e. 

Politecnico di Bari – LUM Gioia del 

Colle (BA))  

- Growing percentage of people 

having a University degree: 41 % of 

students licentiate at secondary 

school. 

- Increased opportunities for post 

- graduates and enterprises, 

which can allow for a better 

matching between demand and 

supply of skilled Human 

Resources, thanks to Formative 

Regional Programs (Ritorno al 

Futuro, Bollenti Spiriti). 

- Great percentage of unemployed 

in Puglia Region reach 19,2% 

between 15 – 64 years old, and 21% 

of NEET in 2014, below the national 

threshold and far below the EU 2020 

Target (3%) 

- Because of the crisis effects, less 

resources are available to research 

and universities cut expenses and 

investments in the field 

- Excessive fragmentation in the 

panorama of research centers, with a 

consequent jeopardizing of available 

resources 

- Puglia Region is starting the 

implementation of the “Energetic 

and Environmental Regional Plan”, 

focusing on many sectors having 

high potential for producing 

alternative energies and creating 

new job opportunities  in 

renewable energy, engineering, 

tourism, commercial, mechanics 

and meccatronic, agri-food 

- Puglia region intends to further 

promote co-operation among 

Central institutions, Local 

administrations, Enterprises, 

academic world and local 

communities 

- An aggregation process between 

the different research and 

innovation centres will be 

implemented up to 2020, thus 

rationalizing the use of available 

resources 

- The process of industrial 

conversion and environment 

protection finds great resistance due 

to penal cases, criminal 

responsibility, institutional 

incompetence, financial interests, 

inattention to the health problems of 

the citizens.  
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Access to and use of 

quality ICT; 

- Puglia Region records good results 

compared to other Regions, 

considering ICT spreading and ICT 

use by citizens, public authorities and 

enterprises 

- Puglia Region con with the 

administrative act n. 7  of 11 january 

2010, according the  regional law n. 

23 of 3 august 2007 has created the 

manufactory district of informatic to 

promote ICT spreading and use, and 

a large number of ICT-based services 

to citizens are already in place. 

- In Puglia region, in 2012, the 

percentage of people using the ICT 

18,4%, under the Italian percentage 

(20,4%). -  

- Uneven spreading of broadband 

connections in Puglia Region. 

 

- Puglia Region is implementing since 

2012 specific actions to promote ICT 

alphabetization It is expected that in 

the territories are carried out, among 

others, actions to decrease the 

digital divide, such as "promoting an 

Internet fast and ultra fast for all 

"and"Improve literacy, skills and 

inclusion in the digital world.  

- infrastructural investments are 

foreseen to ensure full regional 

coverage of broadband connections 

- Resistance to use ICT tools and 

devices by older citizens (over 55 

years) is still widespread (cultural 

digital divide) 

- Physical obstacles (e.g. in mountain 

and Hilly Regions or the countryside) 

could hinder full coverage of 

broadband 
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting 

competitiveness 

of small and 

medium-sized 

businesses (SMEs) 

Puglia offers a wide and varied range 

of financial instruments and 

incentives for supporting industrial 

and research programmes, 

technology transfer and specialist 

training, with an intensity of aid at 

the maximum level permitted by EU 

regulations.  

- EEC, national and regional funds are 

also used to provide incentives for 

carrying out company research 

projects or technology transfer, as 

well as for the spread of innovation 

and the start-up of high-tech 

enterprises.  

- There are facilitations for the 

acquisition of real services and the 

activation of special training 

programmes. Further aid is envisaged 

for any initiative creating a significant 

increase in employment.  

- The financial resources available for 

the three technological districts in the 

region amount to, respectively, 33 

million euros for the High-Tech 

District, 16 million euros for the 

Biotechnological District, and roughly 

18 million for the Electromechanical 

Engineering District. 

- Micro enterprises represent the 

economical structure of the region: 

this excessive fragmentation of the 

system brings about difficulties in 

international penetration, as well as 

in SMEs financial capacity to invest in 

innovation 

- SMEs performances have been 

affected more by the economic crisis 

more than 3000 enterprises are 

closed down  in the 2013 

- The balance between new 

enterprises and existing ones forced 

to close down their activities because 

of the crisis is negative 

- Puglia Region offers economic 

incentives for investiments 

regarding  the creation of new units 

the expansion of existing units, 

product diversification, innovation 

of processes and products. 

-  The contributions will be 

recognized grant, determined on 

the upright interests granted by a 

bank or trust and also, in addition 

to the portion of interest, will be 

recognized a grant equal to 20% for 

the costs of investment in relation 

to machinery and equipment. 

- The minimum investment is € 

30,000 and maximum is for small 

businesses € 2,000,000 and 

4,000,000 for midsize companies. 

- International markets tend to 

become more and more 

competitive and this could bring 

about further challenges to SMEs 

- Simplifying bureaucratic 

procedures (Public Administration 

procedures, fiscal constraints, 

permits) is a slow process and this 

could discourage people wishing to 

start business activities 

- The crisis will to prolong its 

negative effects in terms of 

negative economic performances 

and unemployment in the coming 

years, and sound recovery is not 

expected until 2015-2016 
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STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Protecting the 

environment and 

promoting resource 

efficiency 

- According to the latest study by IHS 

iSuppli Market Brief, in 2011, the 

Peninsula has seized from Germany the 

world leader in photovoltaic doubling 

the installed capacity compared to 

2010: we went from 3.9 to 6.9 

gigawatts, while in Germany 

installations fell by 20% stopping at 

stake 5.9 GW compared to 7.4 GW in 

2010. in third place, but very far away, 

the United States, with 2.7 GW of new 

installations, and then it was the turn of 

China (with 1.7 GW), Japan (1.3 GW) 

and France (1.1 GW). 

- The Italian record was due in 

particular to the performance of Puglia, 

which won the record for the largest 

production capacity with 1,486 

megawatts of power from 16,803 

plants, while Tuscany, with 8347 plants 

for 337 MW has distinguished above all 

by the 'activism of small realities such 

as upland. But the plains there is not 

only the sun, even on wind Puglia 

defends well, being second in the 

regional rankings after Sicily, with over 

1,300 megawatts of blades at the end 

of 2010, corresponding to 17% of 

installed capacity in Peninsula. In terms 

of bioenergy is third with 220 

megawatts, equivalent to just under 

10% of national power.  

- Great Environmental problems in 

the area of Taranto and Brindisi.  

At the moment the European 

biggest steal industry, ILVA spa, in 

Taranto, that counts 20.000 and 

more employed isi going to be in 

bankruptcy, the people are still 

dying for cancer due to diossine 

pollution, and the all government 

actions are failing.  The same 

problems are in Brindisi area due to 

the presence of an old coal plant. 

- The process of industrial 

conversion and environment 

protection finds great resistance 

due to penal cases, criminal 

responsibility, institutional 

incompetence, financial 

interests, inattention to the 

health problems of the citizens. 

In those areas the environment 

is seriously compromised and it 

is necessary to invest billion of 

euro to bonificate the areas and 

to convert them. 

Two main areas with great and old 

polluting companies in the cities of 

Taranto and Brindisi that need to 

be renewed, create great 

occupational and health problems 

to the citizens of the area and in 

whole the Region due to local and 

world crisis too. 

- The interpretive analysis of the 

current stage of development of 

tourism in the various regions 

Italian places Puglia between 

regions in development, a trend 

that, beyond the most recent 

economic trends, should continue 

in the coming years. The forecasts 

for 2020 range from a minimum of 

assumptions increase 1.5 million 

visitors to a maximum of about 6.5 

million visitors, compared to 2012. 

- The primacy of Puglia is not just 

about natural resources in the area, 

but also of regional legislation 

which from the beginning has 

sought to facilitate investment in 

these areas, cutting bureaucracy 

and duplication at various levels, 

but without neglecting the 

protection of the territory . 

Meanwhile, in recent weeks, the 

Region has approved an 

expenditure of € 32 million for 

energy efficiency and improving the 

environmental sustainability of the 

public buildings. Money, which will 

add 38 million d 'private 

investment. So in total about 70 

million because every school, town 

hall, hospital, parking is equipped 

with photovoltaic panels. And other 

funds will be provided by individual 

municipalities. 

- Due to heavy pollution made by 

the steal and energy industry, 

the, major environmental threat 

for the region is related to 

diossine production (90% of the 

diossine in Italy is product by 

Ilva spa), groundwater 

pollution, heavy metals in the 

foods and agricultural 

production. 

- Industrial problems seems to be 

unsolvable. At the moment the 

European biggest steal industry, 

ILVA spa, in Taranto, that counts 

20.000 and more employed isi 

going to be in bankruptcy, the 

people are still dying for cancer due 

to diossine pollution, and the all 

government actions are failing.  
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SWOT ANALYSIS BASED ON THE ESF PRIORITIES 
 
 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting 

employment 

-  Some specific sectors of the 

economy record positive 

employment trends in spite 

of the crisis: tourism, the 

energy sector, the 

agribusiness.  

- Compared to the average of 

other south Italy region, 

unemployment rates are 

lower, and  

- Unemployment reached 

21,6 % of the total labour 

force in 2014 (12,8% was 

in  2012 levels) 

- Youth unemployment 

(15-29 years old) reached 

29% of the total youth 

population in 2013 

- Gender gap in 

employment is still 

persisting: -22,2% of 

women are unemployed 

(compared to 17,5 % of 

men)  

- Long term 

unemployment (more 

than 12 months) is high: 

55,7% in 2012 

- Public Employment 

services are not efficient 

(only 3,4% of placements 

relate to their activities) 

The priorities that the Puglia Region intends to implement 

in the context of this axis are framed in the following 

specific objectives: 

-increase efficiency, effectiveness, quality and 

inclusiveness of the institutions of the labor market; 

implement policies for active and preventive work, with 

particular attention to the integration of migrants into the 

labor market, active aging, self-employment and business 

start; improve women's access to employment and 

reduce gender disparities. 

 These specific objectives are declined in the following 

operational objectives that take into account the context 

in which the reference axis and is part of regional 

priorities: 

- strengthen the capacity of the departments for the 

work; support the emergence, legality and job security; 

support participation in the labor market and job 

placement through the offer of active and preventive 

measures aimed particularly at young people, long-term 

unemployed, people with low qualifications, and / or with 

more than 45 years; 

- support the employment of migrants; 

- support new entrepreneurs in particular in the strategic 

sectors mentioned in Regional Strategic Document and 

regional planning for structural purposes; 

- support women's access to the labor market. 

- The crisis will  prolong its negative 

effects in terms of negative 

economic performances and 

unemployment in the coming years, 

and sound recovery is not expected 

until 2015-2016 

- Unemployment for people having 

more than 50 years of age could 

further increase due to the 

persistence of the negative effects of 

the crisis 

- Young people tend to perceive 

international mobility more as a 

constraint than as an opportunity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 
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Investing in 

education, 

skills and life-

long learning 

- The Puglia region has created 

three-year training courses, 

alternative to the training 

school. The results were 

surprising: On 874 qualified 

young people: 

- 48% is employed; 

- 16% is returned in education 

"traditional", ie is attending 

secondary school, for a total of 

64%; 

And 'interesting, however, to 

emphasize that almost all of 

the respondents, even those 

who are still unemployed, said 

that the attended training has 

changed their way of 

approaching research a job, as 

has made them more aware. 

About the young workers: 

- 73% found work relevant to 

the qualification obtained and 

had no difficulty in entering the 

circuit work; 

- 78% felt the training done 

very useful for his work. 

- 28% held a job in the 

industry; 

- 23% held a job in the service 

sector 

- In the Region of Puglia, the rate of high 

school dropouts, equal to 23.9% (source: 

Ministry of Education). 27.6% of young 

people between 18-24 Puglia is in 

possession only the middle school 

degree. Apulia is the Italian region with 

the third last highest degree of 

dispersion, after only Sardinia and Sicily. 

In Italy, the rate of dispersion is 20, 6%. 

Even today, in the European Union, 

almost 16% of young leaves school early; 

it is only slight progress towards the 

benchmark of 10%, that the European 

Union must achieved by 2010 

- The priorities that the Puglia Region intends 

to implement in the context of this axis are 

framed in the following specific objectives: 

- develop systems of training and supporting 

the adaptability of workers; foster innovation 

and productivity through better organization 

and quality of work; develop policies and 

services for the anticipation and management 

of change, promoting competitiveness and 

entrepreneurship. 

- These specific objectives are declined in the 

following operational objectives that take into 

account the context in which the reference 

axis and is part of regional priorities: 

- consolidate the qualification of workers in 

priority to women, people over 45, people 

with low educational qualifications; 

strengthen the training channel 

professionalize; develop an integrated system 

of quality and safety; support corporate 

reorganisations and reintegration into the 

labor market of workers in the event of a 

crisis productive enterprise, sectoral and 

territorial; 

- Resistance to training and 

engagement in lifelong learning 

paths tends to be still widespread, 

especially among workers over 54: 

this trend is expected to continue 

in the next 3-4 years and could 

hinder active measures to 

promote lifelong learning among 

workers) 

- Young people tend to perceive 

international mobility more as a 

constraint than as an opportunity  
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Promoting social 

inclusion and 

combating poverty 

- Families, also for historical and 

cultural factors, tend to spare 

resources from the family balance 

to face difficult economic 

situations 

The added value of the agricultural 

sector in the south (which brings 

together agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries) in 2012 surged 3.5%, more 

than double the Centre-North (+ 

1.5%), but the greater resilience of 

fund is due solely to price, and not to 

structural elements. Overall the 

South retains its specific agricultural, 

with an incidence of the primary 

sector approximately double 

compared to the Centre-North and 

the total value added (3.5% 

compared to 1.5% in the Centre-

North), both on the front work units 

(8.7% vs. 3.7%). 

Workers in social enterprises 

increased from 3.063 in 2009 to 

4.231 in 2012 

In terms of GDP per capita, the gap 

of the South in 2012 started to grow 

again, reaching the level of 57.4% of 

the value of the North. In absolute 

terms, at the national level, the GDP 

was € 25,713, resulting from the 

average between 30,073 Euros in the 

Centre-North and 17,263 in the 

South. Apulia is among the regions 

with the worst per capita GDP (17 

246 euro). 

In the last twenty years have 

emigrated from the South about 2.7 

million people. In 2011 they moved 

from the South to the Centre-North 

about 114 thousand inhabitants. 

With regard to the origin, in the lead 

for departures Campania, starting 

with a three (36,400); 23,900 come 

from Sicily, 19,900 from Puglia. 

-In the fall also mortgage loans for 

house purchase, 46% in Italy, and in 

the South goes even worse: almost -

54% in Sicily, -55.5% in Puglia, 

- In the region, the  voluntary 

organisations, social cooperatives 

and informal groups are still 

growing up and are active in the 

so called “third sector”. Their 

inclusion in the decision and policy 

making process, at local and 

regional level, could promote new 

approaches and strategies to 

social innovation and social 

inclusion 

- Risk of an increase in poverty and 

social exclusion levels, if  public 

budget resources are not 

sufficient to re-finance income 

support measures and / or if 

economic recovery is delayed 
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 STRENGHTS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Enhancing 

institutional 

capacity and 

efficient public 

administration 

-  Pubblic Amministrations are 

committed to de-bureaucratization 

of processes and services. 

- Public Administrations (Regional 

departments and municipalities) are 

committed to promote ICT spreading 

and use, and a large number of ICT-

based services to citizens are already 

in place (e-Health individual dossier,  

e-payments for taxes, online services 

in municipalities websites to 

download modules for 

administrative formalities etc.).  

- Bureaucratic procedures still need 

to be simplified, both according to 

Entrepreneurs opinions and 

according to citizens’ responses 

- Following the bad rating of the 

municipalities compared to the 

national average, there is still the 

necessity to improve 

municipalities balance and 

financial efficiency, above all for 

municipalities above 3000  

inhabitants. 

- Young people are expected to act as 

“catalysers of innovation”: they tend 

to use digital services more (55% of 

them, aged between 15 and 35, 

compared to 34% aged between 35 

and 55 and 11% aged over 55) 

- Further promotion of e-

government and e-participation 

through specific actions, including 

the promotion of e-Government 

through Cloud – based, open 

technologies for public  authorities, 

which can make digital services more 

accessible to citizens 

- Resistance to use ICT tools and 

devices by older citizens (over 55 

years) is still widespread (cultural 

digital divide) 
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3. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPY AND REFERENCES 
 

 

 

. USEFUL REFERENCES FOR THE REGIONAL CONTEXT OF EACH PARTNER (not exhaustive lists) 

 

2.1 Puglia Region – ITALY 

a) Smart Specialization Strategy Puglia 2020  

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/sites/all/files/smart_specialization_strategy_regione_puglia_-_smartpuglia_2020.pdf  

(It contains also a SWOT of the Economic system) 
 

b) Piano regionale politiche sociali 2013 -2015 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/web/packages/progetti/pugliasociale/Piano_Regionale_Politiche_sociali_20132015_Allegato

_1.pdf 
 

c) FSE – Rapporto Annuale di Esecuzione 2012 (Maggio 2013) 

http://fse.regione.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/FSE.DYN_DOCUMENTO_VIEW.show?p_arg_names=id_documento&p_arg_val

ues=931 
 

d) Il mercato del lavoro della regione Puglia 2007-2013 

http://www.sistan.it/index.php?id=319&no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=1630 
 

e) Piano energetico ambientale regionale 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/index.php?page=documenti&opz=getdoc&id=40  

 

f) FSE Regione Puglia 

http://fse.regione.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/FSE.DYN_ASSE.show?p_arg_names=asse&p_arg_values=1 

 

g) Il mercato del lavoro nella Regione Puglia 

http://www.sistan.it/index.php?id=319&no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=1630 

 

h) bollettino ufficiale della Regione Puglia 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/www/web/files/ambiente/pear/N97_06_07_2007.pdf 

 

i) occupati e disoccupati Regione Puglia 

http://www.regione.puglia.it/index.php?page=prg&opz=display&id=1572 

 

l) gli incubatori di impresa 

file:///F:/Desktop/SISPUGLIA.DOCUMENTI.pdf 

 

m) distretto produttivo dell’informatica 

http://www.distrettoinformatica.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=483&Itemid=111&lang=it 

 

n) Living labs smart Puglia 

http://www.sistema.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/SISPUGLIA.RPT_DETTAGLIO_DOC.show?p_arg_names=id&p_arg_values=34

270&p_arg_names=_PAGINATE&p_arg_values=NO 

 

 

o) tekneco: la Puglia e l’eccellenza delle energie rinnovabili 

http://www.tekneco.it/energia/la-puglia-e-leccellenza-nelle-energie-rinnovabili/ 


